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Lee County or Monty Rast in St. Mat-
thews, SC, who have been farming for
decades. Ask them about the impact of
not being able to pass the family farm
or small business to the next genera-
tion.

Think about punishing the farmers
and still providing a check for $12,500
for someone making $800,000 a year to
buy a luxury vehicle, an electric vehi-
cle. You are going to give them a tax
credit even though they make $800,000.

Imagine a part of the bill where
union workers at an auto factory are
able to sell their cars with a $4,500 tax
credit, but the Volvo workers in South
Carolina, the BMW workers in South
Carolina who don’t work at a union
factory—their cars don’t get the $4,500
tax credit, embedding a unique form of
bias into this bill. It just doesn’t feel
right. Restoring the tax credits for the
State and local taxes for millionaires
and billionaires across this country
and putting that burden back on the
backs of working people, middle-class
working people.

I won’t even go into raising the cor-
porate tax from 21 percent to 28 per-
cent or 26.5 percent. I won’t go into
eliminating passthroughs for small
businesses, mom-and-pop businesses; a
20-percent increase because they elimi-
nate the 20-percent credit on their
small businesses. I won’t get into that
because we don’t have enough time. I
won’t get into the raising taxes on in-
dividuals. I won’t get into the capital
gains tax going from 23.8 to 43.8. 1
won’t get into all of that right now,
but I will say this: If the Democrats’
plan succeeds, I fear for that American
dream that I am able to live right now.
I fear that kids stuck in poverty today
will be stuck in a caste system of so-
cialism tomorrow.

Madam President, thank you for
your time, your patience. I am just
concerned about the greatest Nation
ever designed in the history of the
world. Thank you.

VOTE ON MEDINA NOMINATION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the question is, Will
the Senate advise and consent to the
Medina nomination?

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

(Mr. BOOKER assumed the Chair.)

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN) and the Senator from Arizona
(Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Kansas (Mr. MORAN).

The result was announced—yeas 61,
nays 36, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 387 Ex.]

YEAS—61

Baldwin Hickenlooper Risch
Bennet Hirono Romney
Blumenthal Kaine Rosen
Blunt Kelly Rounds
Booker King Sanders
Brown Klobuchar Schatz
Cantwell Leapy Schumer
Capito Lujan
Cardin Manchin zha'heen

mith
Carper Markey Stabenow
Casey McConnell Sullivan
Collins Menendez
Coons Merkley Tfes?er
Cortez Masto Murkowski Tillis
Crapo Murphy Van Hollen
Duckworth Murray Warner
Durbin Ossoff Warnock
Gillibrand Padilla Warren
Graham Peters Whitehouse
Hassan Portman Wyden
Heinrich Reed

NAYS—36
Barrasso Fischer Marshall
Blackburn Grassley Paul
Boozman Hagerty Rubio
Braun Hawley Sasse
Burr Hoeven Scott (FL)
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Scott (SC)
Cornyn Inhofe Shelby
Cotton Johnson Thune
Cramer Kennedy Toomey
Cruz Lankford Tuberville
Daines Lee Wicker
Ernst Lummis Young
NOT VOTING—3

Feinstein Moran Sinema

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. MUR-
PHY). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent will be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

————
EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the next nomination.

The bill clerk read the nomination of
Mary Catherine Phee, of Illinois, a Ca-
reer Member of the Senior Foreign
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to
be an Assistant Secretary of State (Af-
rican Affairs).

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

NORD STREAM 2

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, over the
last several weeks, I have talked at
length about the damage that Presi-
dent Biden and his administration are
doing to the national security of the
United States and to the security of
our allies in Europe by giving Vladimir
Putin a multibillion-dollar gift in the
Nord Stream 2 Pipeline.

Today, I am going to talk about the
staggering diplomatic damage that the
President is doing by allowing and, in-
deed, facilitating this project pro-
ceeding. It is well known that Nord
Stream 2 is opposed across Europe as
an enabler of and, indeed, an example
of and a weapon of Russian expan-
sionism and aggression.

Europeans have good reasons for
their opposition. They know firsthand
what the costs are. They know that
completing Nord Stream 2 will leave
the entire continent wvulnerable to
Putin’s blackmail and aggression, and
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that NATO’s ability to act will be se-
verely constrained while billions will
flow into the Kremlin’s coffers.

What is sometimes underappreciated,
however, even by the people who are fa-
miliar with this issue, is the all-but-
complete unanimity of the opposition
in Europe.

In 2018, the European Parliament
voted by a vote of 403 to 105 to oppose
the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline. The pipe-
line proceeded, nonetheless, until it
was halted by the bipartisan sanctions
passed by this Congress in December of
2019—sanctions that I authored along
with Democrat JEANNE SHAHEEN. The
pipeline was halted the very day those
sanctions were signed into law.

Then, in January of 2021, after Vladi-
mir Putin tried to murder Alexei
Navalny, the European Parliament
voted again to oppose Nord Stream 2,
this time by a vote of 581 to 50.

So I want you to pause for a second
and reflect on the fact that Joe Biden
looked at that vote and said the Presi-
dent of the United States is with the
50—never mind the 581—in the Euro-
pean Parliament. The Biden adminis-
tration was going to side with Russia
on a 90-percent issue, where the Biden
White House is on the losing side.

Throughout all this process, there
were plenty of voices in Germany who
were opposed, especially after this vi-
cious attempt on Navalny’s life. The
Parliamentary leader of the Greens,
Katrin Goering-Eckardt, said:

The blatant assassination attempt by the
mafia-like structures of the Kremlin can no
longer leave us merely concerned, it must
have real consequences.

Stating, ‘“We need a clear answer”
that will ‘“make clear, Nord Stream 2
is no longer something we can com-
plete with Russia.”’

Mr. President, my request to Senate
Democrats, my request to President
Biden, my request to KAMALA HARRIS is
listen to the Greens. That is not a sen-
tence I have uttered on the floor of the
Senate before, nor is it one I anticipate
saying frequently in the future. But
the Greens in Germany are telling you
this is a bad idea; yet today’s Demo-
cratic Party that exalts climate
change as the greatest issue in the cos-
mos, when it comes to kissing up and
surrendering to Putin, decided to tell
the Greens to go jump in the lake.

Former NATO Secretary General
Anders Fogh Rasmussen issued a state-
ment that:

Germany is asking for European and NATO
solidarity in response to the despicable
Navalny poisoning. They will get it, but an
honest answer from Putin is unlikely. Time
has come for Germany to halt Nord Stream
2 construction, before it’s too late.

If Senate Democrats mean what they
have said for years on Nord Stream 2,
then listen to the former Secretary
General of NATO; listen to the Greens
in Germany.

But now, bizarrely, after Joe Biden
has ignored the Greens, after Joe Biden
has ignored NATO, after Joe Biden has
ignored our Central European allies, all
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